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New Series, 109. 


HE first number of a new volume of THE LiskRARY WORLD 
offers an occasion for brief retrospect and reflection. For 
seventeen years the magazine has appeared regularly, un- 
trammelled by official connexion and presenting a catholic 
view of libraries and the library profession. It began its 
career at a time when discussions of methods such as open- 
access, classified cataloguing, and even library bulletins, 
created an excitement which they rarely create now ; and in 
these and all subsequent discussions THE LIBRARY WORLD 
has endeavoured to keep level with, or even in advance of, 
the best opinion of the day. The leading men in the profession 
—both living and dead—have contributed to these pages ; and 
altogether the magazine has stood consistently for progress, for 
advanced methods, and for the importance and dignity of 
the librarian’s office. 


The volume just closed, covers a period unparalleled 
in modern history ; one in which all professions and all pro- 
fessional journals have been brought to trial. When all things 
are considered, it is remarkable how well libraries have stood 
the ordeal. And in this we do not refer so much to the many 
of our profession who have honoured it by joining the fighting 
forces of our country ; we mean that libraries have served as 
definite information departments, and by the judicious 
selection of war literature have done much to educate public 
opinion. As for those who fight, some who contributed to 
these pages last year have abandoned pen and ink for the rifle 
and entrenching tool, and it is good to feel that the librarian 
is not a recluse merely, but can rise to the greatest physical 
and moral endeavours when they are demanded of him. 


Naturally, while the national needs are so great, municipal 
activities, such as the public library, have perforce to remain 
more or less stationary. The position, however, has been 
maintained ; and issues from libraries are almost what they 
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were; but in the wider sphere of library legislation there has 
been a tragic set-back, for our parliamentary leader, Mr. 
W. G. C. Gladstone, fell gloriously in action in April. In this 
direction the profession should be equipping itself for the time 
when peace and its great possibilities will return. A new 
parliamentary leader must be found, and no effort must be 
spared to keep the Library Bill alive. 


As for THe WORLD, it will continue its traditions ; 
and even enlarge them. The need of such a magazine is 
obvious ; an arena in which all questions of current practice 
may be debated apart from the control of associations or 
cliques. We look to librarians throughout the Kingdom to 
continue to support us, both by adding to our subscription 
list, and by contributing to our pages. The fields of the 
profession are by no means worked out, as some would have 
us believe ; librarians are arriving at new methods, new ways 
of doing old things, and receiving fresh light on their work, 
daily. It is hoped that these matters will all be reflected in 
the pages of THE LIBRARY WORLD. 


Librarians of public libraries, and perhaps more particu- 
larly those who may be called Carnegie librarians, should 
focus considerable a‘tention upon the Report of Professor 
Adams, which is described at some length on page 4, and upon 
which we comment. Without question it is the most weighty 
recent pronouncement on the municipal library movement, 
and although the Carnegie Trustees implicitly reserve their 
own views of it, there can be little doubt that it must influence 
their future activities considerably. 

A suggestion is put forward in the current number 
of the Library Association Record, by Mr. Sayers, for 
the foundation of a special Library Association Club in 
connexion with the headquarters of the Association. It 
takes the form of a scheme by which two or more rooms 
adequately furnished with writing tables and other con- 
veniences, should be provided, as a London business address 
where librarians could meet and feel at home. A subscription 
of a helf-guinea annually is suggested, with an entrance fee 
of a guinea. Of the desirability of such a measure there can 
be no doubt; but such things should be done well or not at 
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all. The fear is that the number of subscriptions likely to 
be forthcoming would be too few to make the venture a 
complete success. It has, however, always been the desire 
of the L.A. to develop its offices on some such lines, and 
perhaps a combination of such a club with the educational 
department of the Association could be devised, the club- 
rooms becoming for one or two days of the week, the class 
rooms of the Education Committee. It is certain that the 
small, congested office in Caxton Hall, convenient as is its 
position and excellent as its address sounds, is a most 
inconvenient teaching room; and now that the connexion 
of the Library Association with the London School of 
Economics has ceased—we trust it may be renewed—it will 
be necessary to find more suitable accommodation for classes. 


* * * 


It is announced that the Annual Meeting of the Library 
Association will be held in London, with Caxton Hall as 
headquarters, during the week commencing August 30th. 
The programme has not yet been settled, but there will be a 
social re-union, and the sessions will probably include dis- 
cussions of Professor Adams’ Report to the Carnegie Trustees, 
and of the literature of the War. A series of round-table 
conferences on practical subjects is suggested. There will 
also be visits to libraries in London which have a special 
rather than a general interest. This year there will be no 
public hospitality ; the meeting will have a strictly business 
character. It will be none the worse for that, and we believe 
that it will be one of the most successful meetings. It is 
interesting to : call that the last conference held in London 
occurred eighteen years ago, in 1897, at the time of the Inter- 
national Conference of Librarians. 

* * * 


The Library Assistants’ Association has succeeded in 
securing a Council without an election this year. The results 
are interesting, because last year the Yorkshire Branch forced 
upon the Association at Leeds what was virtually a new 
constitution, making the Presidency a yearly office, and 
requiring it to be held by London and Provincial members 
alternately. The new President is Mr. Evan G. Rees, who 
held the office from 1900 to 1904, and his return after eleven 
years is welcome. The Vice-President, Mr. G. W. Strother, of 
Leeds, was the first provincial Vice-President, from 1910-11. 


q 
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THE CARNEGIE UNITED KINGDOM 
TRUSTEES AND LIBRARY PROVISION.* 


REPORT by Professor Adams, the holder of the Gladstone 

Chair of Political Theory and Institutions at Oxford, on 

Library Provision, made to and at the instance of the 
Carnegie Trustees, has just been published, and is in many ways 
the most important statement for the profession and those who 
have interest in the municipal library movement that has been 
made of late years. A brief resumé of its views and conclusions, 
without critical comment, should therefore prove useful. 

The Report is prefaced by a note in which the Trustees point 
out that, although they are responsible for the publication of the 
Report, they ‘‘do not commit themselves to the policy or the 
recommendations which have been submitted for their considera- 
tion.” The policy and recommendations set down are based upon 
an inquiry instituted in the first place with a special reference to 
the grants made by Mr. Carnegie to assist the development of 
Free Public Libraries, and in the second, with a view to questions 
of future policy for the consideration of the Trustees. Schedules 
were issued not only to all the rate-aided libraries and those which 
have received grants from Mr. Carnegie, but also to small rural 
libraries established in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland 
by the late Mr. Coats, of Ferguslie, and to the administrators of 
other experiments in library work. 

The Report is made up of a brief sketch of the history of Free 
Public Libraries in the United Kingdom ; an account of the state 
of their income, and the nature and extent of their expenditure ; 
a review of the grants made by Mr. Carnegie, together with a 
statement of the criticism of those grants and suggestions whereby 
grants might be extended in the future, so that the best results 
should be produced by them ; and appendices consisting of tables 
showing library statistics for 1913-14, quotations from letters 
relating to Carnegie Library benefactions, the relation of Carnegie 
grants to incomes from the library rate, examples of over-building, 
and extracts from letters relating to the Coats’ Libraries in 
Scotland. 

Throughout the Report stress is laid upon the facts that 
‘* libraries are chiefly in the larger town areas, while the smaller 
towns and country districts remain to a greater extent unprovided 
for ’’ ; that approximately half the total number of libraries have 
an income of £350 or less—whilst more than one-third receive £200 
or less ; and that this state of affairs is caused by the limitation 


* Carnegie United Kingdom Trustees. Adams, W. G. S. A Report on 
Library Provision and Policy . . . to the Carnegie United Kingdom 
Trustees. Edin., 1915. 104 pp. 
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of the rd. rate; that an improvement in the remuneration and 
status of librarians is vital to the success and influence of the Free 
Public Library ; that the librarian and the books under his care 
are the two most essential things for the library, and at present— 
owing to the rate limitation—these are usually the residual charges 
to be met after the cost of upkeep, interest and rates have been paid. 

Since the passing of the first Library Act, the number of places 
adopting it increased very slowly. During the first 29 years, from 
1840-1869, only 35 adoptions occurred ; the next nineteen years 
brought 70 adoptions with them, but the years 1890-9 were more 
active, having 160 adoptions to their credit, whilst the greatest 
increase in the number of adoptions occurred between 1900-1909, 
during which period there were 208. This increase in the number 
of libraries has more than trebled the numbers of those who share 
in the advantages of free public libraries. In 1884 there were 
6,964,007 residents in library areas; but in 1914 there were no 
less than 25,690,669. This increase, in the course of thirty years, 
is encouraging and remarkable ; but there is still to be borne in 
mind the fact that the population of the United Kingdom is 
45,370,530, according to the 1911 census, so that approximately 
only* 57 per cent. are residents in library areas. 

The income of the rate-supported libraries has increased 
considerably also, and Professor Adams considers that £700,000 
may be estimated to be the total annual income for library work 
proper, whereas in 1884 it was about £123,666. An examination 
of the analysis of the incomes, making up this total, modifies the 
encouragement derived from it, for one finds that 200 libraries 
have an annual income of {200 and less ; whilst 281 have an income 
of £350 or less—-that is, of the Free Public Libraries in the 
United Kingdom half are enjoying an annual ‘income of £350 or 
less. The result of these depressingly small incomes—-even in 
Carnegie Libraries which are largely free from building and fur- 
nishing charges—is a minimum expenditure upon books, an item 
of expenditure which the Professor considers one of the best tests 
of the vitality of a library. Out of a total of 209 libraries having 
incomes of £1,000 or less, 22 spend over £150 on books ; 120 spend 
not more than {50, and 65 spend from {£50 to {150. 

The insistence of Professor Adams upon these facts, his state- 
ment that grants for libraries have resulted often in the erection 
of buildings ‘‘ involving a scale of expenditure on upkeep which 
left no sufficient means for the main purpose and object of the 
library,”” in conjunction with his remarks anent the possibilities 
for development in the system of town libraries, and the continued 
demand for city and large town libraries, seem to indicate that he 
would advise the Trustees to deal sympathetically with any applica- 
tions which might come from town library authorities, even though 


* No allowance for children appears to have been made here.—Editor. 
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he believes that the problem of the small towns and country 
districts deserves first consideration. 

There are three considerations put forward as desirable for 
the organisation of a library scheme for rural districts. They are 
(rt) that ‘‘the administrative county authorities should be 
empowered to adopt the Library Acts and to impose rates for 
library policy’; (2) that the ‘‘ rural library system should be 
closely linked up with the educational institutions in the villages 
and country districts’ ; and (3) that ‘‘ the rural library s 
should be a public State system, supported by rates, and . 
universal; . . . that it should radiate from one or more 
centres, according as the county is large or small.” In order to 
assist in the development of these ideas the Professor urges that 
every assistance should be given the Library Association in the 
promotion of the Bill which is to empower county councils to 
become library authorities, and also to remove the rate restriction. 
Moreover, it would help forward the statutory reform if the Trustees 
were to select several experimental areas in which there should be 
a central library from which books could be distributed at regular 
intervals ; and village libraries, usually placed in the school, 
with the schoolmaster as librarian. The village library would 
consist of a collection of the most important reference books and 
standard works, and a circulating library to be changed at intervals. 

Professor Adams advocates also the assisting of special 
libraries. He believes that such movements as the Workers’ 
Educational Association, the Adult Schools, and other study 
organisations of working people, would be benefited very materially 
by the establishment of a common central lending library. He is 
convinced ‘‘ that no greater service can be done to blind readers 
than that of supporting the admirable work which has been done 
by ‘‘ the National Lending Library for the Blind.’’ Mr. MacAlister 
is cited as the originator of a suggestion that it would be of enormous 
value to doctors in country or poor districts to have a circulating 
library which would supply them with medical books and journals 
after the manner of the Surgeon-General’s Library at Washington. 

Of the highest importance is the suggestion that better pro- 
vision should be made for the higher training of librarians ; and 
that such higher training should be associated with university 
institutions. 

Professor Adams is practical throughout the Report, but his 
practicality is most evident in his suggestion that the Trustees 
should appoint an advisory committee for library development 
composed of men of representative library experience ; and an 
advisory committee for each of the countries of the United Kingdom 
on libraries and kindred questions in connection with the Carnegie 
Trust. 


OLIVE E. CLARKE. 
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Note.—Comment upon the above Report must at 
present be confined to a few points only. The tragedy 
of over-building laid bare in Appendix IV., clearly shows 
that gifts sometimes carry a curse with them, since in the cases 
mentioned the cost of maintaining a huge building has 
absorbed the entire income, leaving little or nothing for books 
or salaries. Nine examples are given, the cardinal one being 
of a town to which Mr. Carnegie gave {10,000 for a building. 
The rate produces annually only £300. In happier days, 
before the coming of the grant, when the library was housed 
in the municipal buildings, {80 a year was spent on books. 
In 1914, however, less than {12 was so spent, and the “ salary ” 
of the librarian was the munificent sum of {1roo. “In this 
case,” remarks the former librarian, ‘‘a Carnegie grant 
seriously crippled a prosperous library.” This typical example 
carries its own moral. It could not be expected that Mr. 
Carnegie should have investigated the intimate circumstances 
of every town, although, in general, he has shown remarkable 
discrimination in his gifts ; but, it is to be hoped, that in future 
the Trustees will consider population and rate production 
before the allocating of moneys for buildings, and so save 
little, aspiring towns, whose ambition is to have large buildings, 
from their own foolishness. 


From the professional standpoint the pronouncements 
of Professor Adams in connexion with the position and 
training of the librarian are worthy of full quotation, 
as they mark the advance in thought for which the 
profession has striven for nearly half-a-century. He says: 
“There is the fact that in libraries of considerable 
importance the salary of the librarian is often very low. 
It is a question of practical importance for the Trustees 
to consider by what means the status and remuneration 
of librarians can be improved, as experience shows how 
vital to the influence and success of the library is the ability 
of the librarian. The librarian and the books are the two 
most essential things, and at present they are usually the 
residual charges on a limited income, to be met after the 
costs of upkeep, interest and rates have been paid.” The 
implications of this statement will receive the approval of all 
librarians, and the recognition in this special connexion that 
the order of importance is librarian, books, and then building, 
is significant and welcome. 
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“| desire also,” the report reads on page 23, “ to bring 
to the notice of the Trustees the suggestion that better provi- 
sion should be made for the higher training of librarians. 
This is a matter which deserves favourable consideration. 
Personally, I am of opinion that it is very desirable that the 
higher training in librarianship should be associated with 
university institutions, and that the best single centre for such 
work is in London, though it is worthy of the consideration 
of the Trustees whether higher courses in librarianship could 
be arranged in other important centres, such as Manchester 
or Liverpool, Glasgow or Edinburgh, Cardiff and Dublin.” 
Professor Adams shows great and sympathetic insight, and 
we think his emphasis on London as “ the best single centre ”’ 
is all important at this stage. When libraries increase, and 
staffs with them, the matter will assume a different com- 
plexion; now the real need is to establish something 
approximating to a college in one centre in the Kingdom, and 
educate library authorities to send promising members of their 
staffs to take the courses there. Otherwise the various centres 
would be likely to flourish for a year or two, and then wither 
for lack of students. It might, as an alternative, be possible 
to subsidise a selected library as a training college, placing 
the responsibility in the hands of a definite library authority, 
subject to professional inspection at the instance of the subsi- 
dising body. The great need in library training is for practice 
in the things that are taught, and a library could furnish 
this practice-study—as is the case at Pittsburgh, Baltimore, 
and other library schools in America. As many of the large 
libraries in England are far from modern in their methods— 
their very size tends to conservatism—its size should be a 
secondary factor in the choice of a library for this purpose. 
—Editor. 


“The grim campaign, the gun, the sword ; 

The quick volcano from the sea; 

The honour that reveres the word, 
The sacrifice, the agony— 

These be our heritage and pride, 
Till the last despot kiss the rod, 

And with man’s freedom purified, 
We mark—behind our triumph—Gop.” 


From Toronto Globe. A. SULLIVAN. 
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MISCELLANEOUS NOTES ON SLAVONIC 
BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


By L. C. WHARTON, 
(concluded). 
Praha. See PRAGUE. 


Rieka. {For alleged press here—the same as that at Obod, the 
same book being cited in both cases as printed at the two places. } 
See CETINJE. 


Rijeka. See RIEKA. 


Rome. Sacra Congregatio de Propaganda Fide, 1648. 
Ispovyedanie Vyerui. [Confession of Faith.] Part of a 
page. Fig. 153. . Bulg. 190. 

{[N.B.—Though this is the only facsimile that I can find, 
the press here issued a wonderful series of books for the 
Propaganda in various forms of the different Slavonic 
scripts in addition to its fine Oriental and other pro- 
ductions. See also below, Venice, 1571, for Bosnian 
Script. ] 


Sankt Petersburg. See PETROGRAD. 
Sas Sebes. See MUHLBACH. 


Saszvaros. Sce BRoos. 


Seville. Meinhard Ungut and Stanislaus Polonus, 1494, 1500. 
Printer’s mark of these dates. Kop. col. 11, 13. 


Sloboda, alias Nouvy Grad Sloboda, alias Aleksandrovskaya Sloboda, 
near Moscow. Psalter, 1577. 4to. [Only book printed here]. 
Andronik Timotheev Nevyezha or Nevyezhin. 1577. P and 
other capitals. Fig. 211. Bulg. 243. V and R capitals. Fig. 
212, 213. Bulg. 244. Text, 241. 

[The type is still the same as that of Thedorov and Timotheev. ] 


Tirgoviste. Macarie, 1508. [c/. also CETINJE.] 
Slavonic Liturgiarion, 1508. 4to. 
Introductory page, with oblong and circular ornaments as in 

Octoechus of Cetinje. B.&H. 2. 

Other page, also introductory. B.&H. 3. 
Molitva nad Kadilom, with Arms of Ugrovlahia. B.&H. 4. 
Various pages ; letters P, N, V, B,G, E, K,N,S. B.&H.6, 7. 
Various pages ; letters T, G, B, Zh, S, A, Th, T.S. B. GH. 8. 
Colophon with letter N. Pic. 189. 
Macarie, 1512. 
Slavonic Evangeliarium, 1512. 4to, 
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First page and a cross ornament. (Beginning with the words 
Ezhe, ot, etc., and having O with a crown and §S, Kh, P, and 
B.). B.GH. to, 11. 

First leaves of two Gospels (with Nachalo and Kniga rodstva, 
etc., in capitals). B.&H. 13. Beginning of another Gospel. 
B.&H. 14. PrefacetoSt John’sGospel. B @H. 15. Another 
page. B.&H. 16. Various pages: letters I, G, P, T, E, B, A, 
Zh,P,G. B.&H. 20. 

Colophon. Fig. 30, 31. B.@H. 18, 19. 

The Monk Moses, for Boz’idar Vukovic’, 1545. 

Slavonic Molitvenik (Layman’s Prayer Book). 

Fol. 1, recto, with ornament and Arms of Ugrovlahia and title. 
Pic. 196. First page. B.G&H. 24. Preface. B.&H. 25, 26. 
Fol. 296 verso. Pic. 197. 

1547- 

Apostol, 1547. [Assigned to Demetrius Logotheta, grandson 
of Boz’idar Vukovic’, by Picot, and to Macarie by Bulgakov—as 
Ugrovlahia, like the earliest, 1508, book.] 

Initial page with capital P and Arms of Ugrovlahia. Fig. 151. 
Bulg. 177. Fol. 268 verso. Pic. 198. 

—— 1550. 

Slavonic Pentecostarion, 1550. 

First page and an ornamental heading in the style of the 
Cetinje Octoechus. B.&H. 32,33. Blocks, various: B.&H. 
34-41. Capital letters (Latin) B, A, P, S, T, N. B.G@H. 42. 
{With the S.cf. that of the Cetinje Octoechus ] 

Others: B, G and P. B.&H. 43. 


Tsyetinye. See CETINJE. 
Ugroviahia. See TiRGOVISTE. 


Ungroviakhiya. See TiRGovisTE. 


Valdai. Iversky Monastery on Island in Valdai Lake, Government 
of Novgorod. 166r. 
Brashno Dukhovnoe, 1661. 
Capitals B, V and ornamental B block in one-third of a leaf. 
Fig. 246. Bulg. 286. 
{One press came from Kutein Monastery in Mohilev and, 
on the destruction of the Monastery (which was later 
re-established), went to the New Jerusalem Monastery. ] 


Venice. {In this case, items 1-3 are only inserted for purposes of 
comparison with the Cetinje type of Makarije, and with the 
Cracow type of Fiol’s Octoechus of 1491.] 

Andreas Turresanus de Asula, 1489. 
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Latin-Gothic Colophon. I.R. I. 62. 

{Turresanus family long continued to issue Croatian and 
Latin service books in the Roman, Glagolitic and Cyrillic 
characters. ] 

Aldus, 1495. 

Cato. Gnomai. Greek type, with capital blocks of A, T, E, 
O, P, M,N,I. J.R. I. g2. 

Greek capitals : O, I, E, P, A, Ph, M, U, T, Ch, D, E, B and 
various headings. J.R. I. 93. 

Nikolaos ho Blachos (i.e., the Wallachian; called also 
Kalliergés). 1497. 

Etymologicum Magnum, p. 1. Capitals: A, P, U, M, L, Latin 
U, K. J.R. IL. 13. Others: B, G, L, E, Z, E, Th, I, K, L, M, 
N, X, O, P, R, S, T, U, Ph, Ch.,O. J.R. Il. 14-18. ZK for 
Zacharia Kalliergés, N. Blastos, etc. [Note Pat p.17.] J.R. 
17-18. 

Boz’idar Vukovic’, 1519. 

Psaltir s posledovanjem, 1519. Parts of various letters, 
Stoj. 13-14. 

— 1571. 

Svyatsui Rimskiya, 1571. 12mo. [This book was printed 
in the so-called Bosnian script (of fourteenth century origin), 
which was first used by Postel in his Linguarum XII. characteri- 
bus differentium alphabetum. Paris, 1538. It was used at 
Venice for various books, as well as by the Propaganda at 
Rome. Among other books using it is Anathema tes limes, 1641. 
Also Bartolommeo Ginammi’s Psalter, 1638. } 

Facsimile from unnamed book, 1571, which is probably the 
Roman Saints as above. Fig. 152. Bulg. 180. 

The Monk Sava, from Detchani Monastery, 1597. [The 
printer of Molitvoslov of this date. ] 

The First Servian Bukvarj or Alphabet Primer, 1597. Sign 
IA (from Kruilov). Stoj. 234. 

—— 1641. See above 1571. 


Vienna, 1509. 
Paulus Crosnensis . . . Panegyrici ad divum Ladislaum 
etc. Woodcut of St. Viadislaus. Fig. 18. Kop. col. 37. 


Vilna. See WILNA. 
Weissenburg. See KARLSBURG. 


Wilna. F. Skorina, 1525. 

Akathist, 1525. Leaf with capital M, Zand D. Fig. 168. 
Bulg. 210. 

Apostol, 1525. Title-leaf with two blocks and a capital P. 
Fig. 167. Bulg. 209. 

Ivan Thedorov and Petr. Timotheev Mstislavets, 1568-76. 


q 
{ 
{ 
| | 
| 


12 THE WORLD. 


Evangelie Uchitelsnoe, 1564-68. Arms of G.A. Chodkiewicz. 
Fig. 195. Bulg. 229. 

Gospel, 1575. Ornament and heading. Fig. 196. Bulg. 231. 

Psalter, 1576. A page with acapital P. Fig. 197. Bulg.231. 

Tipografiya Mamonichei, 1586. 

Litovsky Statut, 1586. Quarter-page with capital U and A. 
Fig. 225. Bulg. 255. 

Anonymous. [1598-1600. ] 

Sluzhebnik. [1598. A revision of that of 1583.] Block of 
G. Fig. 226. Bulg. 256. 

Evangelie. [1600.] P block and heading, etc. Fig. 224. 
Bulg. 254. 

Zabludow. Ivan Thedoroy (alone), 1569-70. 

Psaltir s Chasoslovem. Blocks of V and S in part of page. 

Fig. 198. Bulg. 232. 


ADDENDA. 
Moscow, 1725. 


Priemui Tsirkulya i linyeiki ili izbrannyeishee nachalo, etc. 
[First Russian Geometry.] 1725. 
Title-page. Fig. 4. Yudin. 4. 


Kniga Ustav Voinskikh., etc. 1719. 

Title-page. Fig. 2. Yudin 3. 

Kalendar’ ili myesyatsoslov na lyeto. . . 1722. 1721. 
Title-page. Fig. 3. Yudin 3. 


Rome. Propaganda, 1753. 
Bukvar Slovensky, etc. v Rimye, 1753. 
In Glagolitic and Cyrillic, the Slavonic Alphabet, etc. 


Both title-pages. Fig. 6. Yudin 6. 


Tobolsk. V. Kornil’ev. 1789. 
Irtuish. {The First Siberian Magazine.) 
Title-page. Fig. 10. Yudin to. 


Pror. SADLER ON GERMAN Epucation.—The healthiest thing in 
English education is its moral sanity. The plague spot in German educa- 
tion during these last unhealthy years has been its growing acceptance of 
the doctrine that Might is Right, that ‘the end-all and be-all’’ of a State 
is Power, that treaties must be treated as ‘“‘mere scraps of paper” if they 
stand in the way of a State’s supposed interest in an hour of furious 
ambition, and that unscrupulous selfishness is the height of diplomatic skill. 
This is the mischievous propaganda to which worthy men have lent 
themselves in many German Universities and schools. And, in not seeing 
that the only sure foundation for national strength is honesty of purpose, 
they have betrayed once again the old standing German lack of true insight 
into the fundamental truths of political action.—Educational Times. 
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THE GENERAL POLICY OF BOOK 


SELECTION FOR MUNICIPAL LIBRARIES. 
A BRIEF RESUME. 
By RoBERT JOHNSON. 


HE first question to be considered in book selection is the 
income available for the purchase of books. This is usually 
about 14 per cent. of the entire income and is liable to 

deduction for emergency expenditure on any other part of the 
library system. It follows, therefore, that such an income, even 
in the largest rate-supported libraries, is inadequate to buy more 
than a selection of the books published. The ideal of a living 
working collection of books should be aimed at. The book- 
income should be split up into three parts—the Lending Account, 
50 per cent. of the whole ; the Reference Library Account, which is 
generally 35 per cent.; and the Replacement Account 15 per cent., 
but these divisions are purely arbitrary. 

The cost of books may be reckoned at an average of 3s. 4d. 
per volume for lending ; and perhaps 5s. per volume for reference 
library books. It is dangerous to lower these estimates, as the 
net system of bookselling is greatly extending. 

The question of locality enters largely into book selection. 
In industrial centres, endeavours should be made to supply a 
representative set of books on the predominating industries. 
Again, in residential towns more emphasis might be placed on art 
or pure literature. And it is a good axiom that trades should be 
selected for rather than professions, as the professions are not so 
dependent on the library as are the mechanics. The greatest 
good to the greatest number is another axiom. This does not 
mean that mere popularity is to control the selection, but that 
use and usefulness are to be first factors. 

In founding the library the basal stock should consist of all 
those standard works which have stood the test of time. All 
works mentioned in the literary text-books such as Craik’s English 
Literature and Language, or Morley’s Outlines of English Literature 
should be obtained. These English classics should be bought 
first ; American standard literature, and the best Colonial literature 
come next in order of importance. The addition of foreign books 
is largely determined by local conditions. French books may 
safely be added ; and a fairly representative collection of German 
and other well-known European books should be aimed at. Books 
of cosmopolitan appeal, as Don Quixote, Gil Blas and I Promesi Shos?, 
and others, may be expected both in the originals and in translation ; 
but translations are imperative, and it is well to have translations 
of the best classical and modern literature. 
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Next we have to consider in what proportion to the entire 
stock the reference library should be. Local circumstances will 
determine whether the reference library shall be merely of 
quick reference books of an encyclopedic character ; or, whether 
in addition, it shall contain the best books in all depart- 
ments of literature and science. The distinction between most 
reference and lending books, beyond actual encyclopedic works, 
is a purely artificial one ; and, it will be found that even such 
works of a purely reference-seeming character as dictionaries of 
quotations, and small cyclopedias, circulate quite freely from the 
lending library. In general it may be assumed that the most 
authoritative editions of our own and foreign standard authors 
in science, art and literature should be obtained for the reference 
library. In small places, large and expensive books should not be 
placed in the comparatively little-used reference library when the 
subjects they treat of have been covered by smaller books which 
would be of service in the lending department. Every reference 
library should contain a local collection, consisting of books, 
pamphlets, prints, photographs and maps relating to the district, 
and especially an attempt should be made to obtain a complete 
set of local archives—old public deeds, minutes of bodies and 
proceedings of local societies. 

The emphasis to be laid on the different classes of literature 
is a disputed question. Here we see the prime necessity of classifi- 
cation in libraries, by which the proportions of the stock can be 
properly controlled. In his Manual, Mr. J. D. Brown gives these 
tentative proportions : 


CLASS. %  CLAss. % 
A. Sciences . 8 G. Biography... 
B. Useful Arts 7 H. Language & Literature 5 


C. Fine & Recreative Arts 7 J. Poetry & Drama 
D. Social Science K. Prose Fiction .. 
E. Theology & Philosophy 6 L. Miscellaneous .. -. 10 
F. History &Travel .. 15 
In the ‘‘ Papers Prepared for the World’s Library Congress,” 
1896, edited by Mr. Melvil Dewey, a total stock of 5,000 volumes 
is divided up as follows :— 


General Works .. .. 100 Fine Arts 200 
Philosophy .. 100 Literature .. 600 
Religion 900 Biography .. 500 
Sociology 300 History .. .. 650 
Philology Travels .. 500 
Science .. 400 Fiction .. -1000 
Useful Arts oe + 300 5000 


These proportions are not universally accepted. In the 
second table above, Religion is 5 per cent. of the whole ; in the 
1904 A.L. A. Catalogue, however, only 319 titles out of 7520 are 
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in this class, or 4.2 per cent. of the whole. The lending stock 

usually is 55 per cent. of the whole, the reference 45 per cent. 

The reference stock may be selected in the following proportions : 
Social & Political Science .. 9g Science .. .. oo @ 
Religion & Philosophy o © Useful Arts . 9 
History & Geography 16 Fine Arts 
Biography & Correspondence 10 Fiction 
Poetry & Drama .. 

In selecting for each class the widest catholicity is necessary. 
Religious or political bias, or any fad in science, philosophy, 
or sport, should not be allowed to influence the selector. For 
example, works of all phases of religious thought should be admitted 
whether Christian, Unitarian, Anti-Christian or Esoteric. The 
library should cater for men of all conditions and creeds. Actual 
controversial propaganda literature is, however, best excluded. 
The same principles apply in selecting scientific, philosophical, 
and political literature. Each school of thought should be 
thoroughly represented. 

It is doubtful whether at present any municipal library can 
afford to indulge in rare first editions, bibliographical rarities, 
and incunabula. Another point we may urge is: Do not buy 
books in series because one or two of the series happen to be 
good. Bell’s ‘‘ Aldine ’’ edition of the British poets is excellent, 
but all the authors in it are not equally well treated, or worth 
purchase. This applies to series of biographies, epochs of history, 
popular science and so on. 

Duplication of works in libraries presents some difficulties, 
for nothing is more uncertain than the durability of a book’s 
popularity. In fiction this is especially noticeable. Certain books 
must of necessity be duplicated : much-used standard works, and 
any other popular works for which the demand gives evidence of 
being perennial, but novels, for the reason we have mentioned, 
should be duplicated only with the greatest care. 

Each library should cater particularly for the predominating 
industry of its district. Mr. Sidney Webb is of opinion that 
every metropolitan library should be a special library. Although 
this view is unpractical, a modified form of it might not be. It 
is obviously absurd for two municipal libraries within a short 
distance of each other to accumulate expensive books on the same 
subject. A little co-operation would rectify this. 

Music should find a place in every municipal library. Not 
only books on the science and art of music, but vocal scores, 
pianoforte and other instrumental scores, and, if the funds admit, 
orchestrai scores, national songs, standard operas, and oratorios 
should be provided. 
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A juvenile section forms a most useful part of the library. 
It should consist of well-selected juvenile fiction, popular science, 
travels, biography and general literature. The cost of the juvenile 
book is a little less than the adult book. From a calculation made 
in connection with 3,000 books for school libraries, I find the average 
cost per volume to be 2s. 11d. 


The number of blind persons in the district should be ascer- 
tained, and if the number in any way justifies it a collection of 
books in the Braille and Moon type should be provided. This is 
done with success in many municipal libraries. 


Related to book selection is ‘* weeding-out.’”” Owing to 
rapid growth of stock and generally limited space most municipal 
libraries should constantly be sifted to displace out-of-date and 
ineffective books. This is a task requiring the nicest discrimination. 
Incunabula, local books and pamphlets, histories of philosophy, 
fine art and music books should never be discarded. Books of 
natural science and useful arts may generally be discarded when 
twenty years old, except epoch-making works, books on household 
arts, and finely-illustrated books. In sociology, books dealing 
with temporary political and social questions, and out-of-date law 
books, should be withdrawn. In philosophy, explanatory text 
books and outlines that have been superseded may be withdrawn, 
as may also most sermons. In history, mere resumés may be 
discarded ; but all original authorities and literary classics should be 
retained. In geography, text-books, guide-books, and superficial 
travels soon become obsolete; pioneer travels, however, and 
finely-illustrated books should be retained. In biography, the 
lives of nonentities may be discarded when forty or fifty years old. 
In philology, old grammars and school dictionaries may be weeded 
out. In poetry and drama discard only the poets and playwrights 
not mentioned in the history of literature. In fiction, withdraw 
topical novels when a year or two old, and any minor works that 
do not circulate. Discard newspapers, directories and inferior 
magazines. Incomplete, mutilated and dirty books should 
be replaced. A part of the income must be devoted to this 
end. 


The additions received by donation are inconsiderable, and 
generally of small value. Still, all donations should be welcomed, 
and if not worthy of acceptance, need not be circulated, but may 
be retained until the donor may be presumed to have forgotten 
them. Local societies are often willing to donate their proceedings, 
and local collectors should be apprised of the existence of the 
library, so that the possibility of a bequest should not be lost. 
A label bearing the donor’s name should be placed in all gift 
books accepted. This will explain their presence in the library, 
as well as suitably acknowledge the gift. 


THE LIBRARY WORLD. I7 


BOOKS ON THE GREAT WAR. 
By F. W. T. Lance and W. T. Berry. 


FOURTH SUPPLEMENT, 


HISTORIES AND REMINISCENCES. 


Adam, George. Behind the Scenes at the Front. 1915 
Chatto & W. 6s. n. 
Author is Paris corres; ondent for The Times. 
Allemands destructeurs de Cathédrales et de Trésors du Passé. 
IgI5. Paris: Hachette. 
A detailed account of the bombardment of Arras, Reims, Louvain, 
Soissons, &c. 
Altiar, El. Journal d’une Francaise en Allemagne, Juillet a 
Octobre, 1914. IgI5. Paris: Perrin. 3f.50. 
Atteridge, Capi. A. Hilliard. The World-Wide War : First Stage ; 
a Graphic Record of Events. 1915. Jilus. Diagrams. Maps. 
Philip. 1s. & 2s. n. 
Balmer, Paul. Les Allemands chez eux pendant la Guerre. 1915. 
Paris: Perrin. 2.50. 
Behnke, Arno. Editor. The Sailing of a Refugee Ship: a Little 
Record of the Voyage of the ‘‘ Principe di Udine ”’ from Genoa to 
New York in August, 1914, during the first days of the European 


Conflict. 1914. TJilus. New York: Schirmer. $1. 
Belloc, Hilaire. General Sketch of the European War : the First 
Phase. 1915. Nelson. 6s. n. 


Deals with the causes of the war, the strength of the belligerent nations, 
and brings the story of the war down to the Anglo-French retirement, 
the fall of Lemberg, and the battle of Tannenberg. 
Boulanger, M. Omer. France et Belgique, 1914-15: ce que la 
France a fait et ce qu’elle a dit pour la Belgique. 1915. 
Paris: Hachette. 2f,. 
Butts, Marie. ditor. Heros! Episodes de la grande guerre. 
Illustrated by F. Bovard. 1915. 47 illus. 8 ports. 
Paris: Payot. 3f.50. 
C.D.M. The Irish Nuns of Ypres: their Trials and Journeys from 
Ypres to Oulton. Edited by R. Barry O’Brian, with an Intro- 
duction by John Redmond, M.P. 1915. 4 illus. 
Smith, Elder. 2s. 6d. n. 
The story of the Benedictine convent founded by James II., which was 
shelled by the Germans during the present war, told by one of the 
Dames. 
Cornet, Lucien. 1914-1915. Histoire dela guerre. 1915. Vol. 1. 
Paris : Charles-Lavauzelle. 5/. 
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Dardanelles ; their Story and their Significance in the Great War. 
1915. Melrose. 2s. 
A brief account of the fighting in the Dardanelles, with a descriptive 
and historical account of that area. 
Davignon, Henri. Les procédés de guerre des Allemands en 
Belgique. 1915. Pages actuelles 1914-1915. 
Paris: Bloud & Gay. 60¢. 
Deeds that Stirred the Empire : the Canadians’ Glorious Stand at 
Ypres. By the Canadian Record Officer. 1915. Map. Pam. 
Daily Chronicle. 4d. 
Reprinted from The Daily Chronicle by permission of the Acting High 
Commissioner for Canada. 
Demblon, Celestin. La Guerre 4 Liége. 1915. 
Paris: Librairie Anglo-Frangaise. 2f.50. 


Dietvors, Han. De Duitschers in Belgié. Wat wij zagen en 
hoorden. 1914. Bussum : Brand. 


Dunn, R. Five Fronts: on the Firing Lines with English-French, 
Austrian, German and Russian Troops. 1915. 
New York: Dodd, Mead. $1.25 n. 


Articles reprinted from The New York Evening Post. 


Eye-Witness’s Narrative of the War: From the Marne to Neuve 

Chapelle, September, 1914-March, 1915. 1915. Arnold. Is. n. 
‘“‘ Gives the complete narrative of Eye-Witness as issued by the Press 
Bureau, and, read consecutively in this narrative form, makes an 
interesting and illuminating commentary on the operations and achieve- 
ments of the Expeditionary Force.”” Advt. 

F., Col.R.J. Guerre de 1914-1915. I9I15. 

Paris: Berger-Levrault. tf. 

A number of articles reprinted from The Temps, concerning military 
operations on the Russo-Polish front. 

Fortescue, Granville. At the Front with Three Armies: my 

Adventures in the Great War. 1915. JIilus. Melrose. 6s. n. 
The author’s own experiences with the Belgian, French and German 
Armies during the first three months of 1915. Based on articles which 
appeared in The Daily Telegraph, The New York American, The Metro- 
politan Magazine, &c. 

Fox, E. Lyell. Behind the Scenes in Warring Germany. 1915. 

Tilus. New York: McBride, Nast. $1.50.n. 
A war correspondent’s experiences of the campaigns in France, Belgium, 
Austria, Germany, and Russia, and his interviews with German officials. 

Fox, Frank. The Agony of Belgium : being Phase I. of the Great 

War. IgI5. Hutchinson. 6s. n. 
Author is war correspondent to The Morning Post. 


Franc-Nohain, and Paul Delay. Histoire anecdotique de la 
guerre de 1914-1915. 1915. Published in Parts. 

Paris: Lethielleux. 60c. each. 
French Official Review of the First Six Months of the War as 
Issued by Reuter’s Agency. 1915. Constable. Is. & 2s. n. 
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Frisch, Col. R.J. Guerre de 1914-1915. 1915. 
Paris: Berger-Levrault. 2f.50. 
Gauchez, Maurice. De la Meuse & l’Yser: ce que j'ai vu. With 
a Preface by Henri de Régnier. 1915. Pans: Fayard. 3f.50. 
Gibbs, Philip. The Soul of the War. 1915. Heinemann. 7s.6d. n. 
An attempt to give an historical account of the war, the chief object 
being to study the psychology of war, and to show how it has affected 
the life of the people in the battle area. 
Giorious Story of Neuve Chapelle. 1915. Jilus. Map. Pam. 
Daily Mail. 4d. 
A description of the Battle of Neuve Chapelle, reprinted from The Daily 
Mail, April roth, 1915. 
Grey, W. E. With the French Eastern Army. 1915. Daily 


Telegraph War Books. Hodder & S. Is. n. 
Grondys, L. D. The Germans in Belgium: the Experiences of a 
Neutral. 1915. Ammunition for Civilians. Heinemann. ts. n. 


Author is a Dutch physician. Gives a description of what he saw at 
Aerschott, Louvain, and other Belgian towns. 
Harper, Charles T. Overheard at the Front: Stories of the War 
in Comedy and in Deadly Earnest. 1915. Jilus. Iliffe. 1s. n. 
A collection of sketches reprinted from The Auto-Car. 
Herries, James W. Tales from the Trenches: Incidents of the 
Allies’ Campaign, with some War-Time Impressions of France and 


the French. 1915. Hodge. Is. n. 
Hilditch, A. Neville. Coronel and the Falkland Islands. 1915. 
Oxford Pamphlets.. Milford. 3d. n. 
Histoire de la guerre par le Bulletin des armées. 1915. Published 
in Parts. Paris: Hachette. 40c. each. 


Houtte, Paul van. The Pan-Germanic Crime: Impressions and 

Investigations in Belgium during the German Occupation. 1915. 

Hodder & S. Is. n. 

The author’s own investigations and impressions of his country’s 
sufferings at the early stages of the German invasion. 

Index to Dates of Current Events: July-September, 1914. 1914. 

Illus. New York: Bowker. 500. 


A chronological index to the events of the war to October, 1915. 
Irwin, William. Men, Women, and War. 1915. Constable. 3s. 6d. n. 
Jephson, Lady. A War Time Journal: Germany 1914. 1915. 
Illus. Mathews. 2s. 6d. n. 


A record of two months’ detention in a German town at the beginning 
of the war; includes notes and sketches of German places and people. 


Klein, Félix. La guerre vue d’une ambulance. 1915. 12 
photographs. Paris: Armand Colin. 3f.50. 
Kreisler, Fritz. Four Weeks in the Trenches : the War Story of a 
Violinist. 1915. Jilus. Boston: Houghton Mifflin. $1 n. 
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Marés, Roland de. La Belgique envahie. 1915. Jilus. 
Paris: Crés. 3f.50. 

Masson, A. L’invasion des barbares; récit par ordre chronolo- 

gique de tous les événements de la guerre du 23 juillet 1914 au 


I janvier I915. 1915. Paris: Fontemoing. 3.50. 
Michel, André. Les Villes Martyres: Reims, Soissons, Senlis, 
Arras. IgI5. Paris: Plon-Nowurrit. 25¢. 


Millard, T. F. The Great War in the Far East. 1915. 
Shanghai : The Mercantile Printing Co. 50c. 
A collection of leading articles reprinted from The China Press. 
Nos Raisons d’espérer : Exposé de Six Mois de Guerre, Vues sur 
le Passé et l’Avenir. 1915. Paris: Plon- Nourrit. 75¢. 
Palmer, Frederick. Personal Phases of the War. 1915. 
Murray. 6s. n. 
Impressions of actual experiences at the front by a war correspondent, 
who was allowed by the French to visit their lines. 
“ Piermarine,’’ What I saw in Berlin and other European Capitals 
during Wartime. 1915. Nash. 5s. n. 
Powell, E. Alexander. La guerre en Flandre : choses vues. Trans- 
lated by Gerard Harry. 1915. 16 illus. 
Paris: Libr. Larousse. 3f. 
Rousset, Co/. La guerre au jour le jour. 1915. Jilus. Published 


in Parts. Paris: Tallandier. 30c. each. 
Perris,G. H. The Campaign of 1914 in France and Belgium. 1915. 
Illus. Maps. Plans. Hodder & S. tos. 6d. n. 


Saint-Yves, Georges. La grande mélée européenne en Ig14: 
Histoire de la guerre des nations contre l’Allemagne et 1’ Autriche. 
1915. Published in Parts. 
Paris: Libr. Artistique et Littéraire. 50c. each. 
Six mois de guerre. 1915. Paris: Bibl. pratique. 15¢. 
Smith, G. Vernon. The Bishop of London's Visit to the Front ; 
with an Introduction by the Bishop of London. 1915. 
Longmans. Is. n. 
Thurstan, Violetta. Field Hospital and Flying Column: being 
the Journal of an English Nursing Sister in Belgium and Russia. 
1915. Putnam. 2s. 6d. n. 
Triumphant Retreat to Paris. 1914. New York : Doran. 50c. 
Trois mois de guerre, Aoit-Octobre, 1914. 1914. 
Paris : Berger-Levrault. 
Vachon, Marius. Les villes martyres de France et de Belgique. 
1915. 42 illus. Paris: Payot. 2f. 
Watkins, Owen §. With French in France and Flanders: being 
the Experiences of a Chaplain Attached toa Field Ambulance. 1915. 
Kelly. 1s. & 2s. n. 
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LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 


DEAR ERATOSTHENES, 


CONGRATULATIONS TO MR. LEWIN. 

With his book on The Germans in Africa, Mr. Lewin has 
made good the brilliant promise of his younger days. I knew 
him well when he was at Woolwich as an assistant. With seven 
or eight other assistant librarians he accomplished the reform 
of the L.A.A., and re-established it on the plan which has ensured 
its success ever since. Very few of the Association’s members 
to-day know how much they owe to this energetic band of young 
reformers, of whom Mr. Lewin was the real if not the titular head. 
Then he had none of that squeamishness which you exhibit when 
you ‘‘ don’t like blaming the Council ”’ because ‘‘ they give much 
time and money (even in London, although our Provincial 
colleagues don’t believe it) to the promotion of our common ends.” 
He would have said (indicating at once the weak link in your 
argument) that ‘‘ our common ends” are just what the Council 
do not promote. Well, Mr. Lewin has bigger game to hunt now, 
and we wish him all the success he deserves. 

CRAB-LIKE PROGRESS. 

All the same, what a pity it is that men of his spirit are not in 
our Association to-day. Many years ago, writing of a Council 
which was encased in conservatism as hard and crusty as that of 
’ the present Council, Mr. Jast lamented the apathy of our members 
and said, ‘‘ If there is anything wrong in the State of Denmark, 
only Denmark can set it right, and if Denmark doesn’t care, why 
Hamlet may go hang.” Our Association Council is not a body 
energetically directing a going concern; but, as Dr. Baker said 
some time ago, a body of ‘‘ elderly librarians, whose minds are 
made up on all library matters, and who have earned a latter age 
of repose and genial enjoyment ;”’ to them a Council meeting is 
possibly an interlude of pleasant discussion on nothing in particular. 
I remember Mr. Bond remarking a long time ago that ‘‘ despite 
attaining its majority the L.A. has much to learn yet.’’ It hasn’t 
learnt anything since ! 

MR. SAYERS’ LONDON CLUB. 

Mr. Berwick Sayers has not been long in discovering some 
needs of the provincial librarian, with whom he now ranks. Were 
I a man of provincial sympathies I would like all London librarians 
to be transported for a time to the country, where they might 
realise the disabilities of their provincial brethren as quickly as 
Mr. Sayers has done. Mr. Sayers wants a librarians’ club in 
London : by no means a bad idea, if he proposes to exclude ladies, 
But he suggests an impossible means of carrying out a sensible 
proposal, and his chief argument in favour of it is an inexcusable 
tactical error. To hint that a project would be advantageous to 
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country librarians is to condemn it without further parley. Surely 
Mr. Sayers knows this. He must instead, as a country mouse, ‘ 
quietly tell a London mouse how beneficial the club would be to 
London mice, and persuade him to propose its formation. Then 
hey, presto! the thing is ! 

A GILBERTIAN CLUB. 

But although Mr. Sayers has spoiled his suggestion for the 
present by this error in tactics, he may revive it later on. If so, 
let me beg him not to think of founding it as a part of the L.A. 
The Council and its committees hold thirty odd meetings a year to 
work a stupid educational system and to edit a journal which is a 
shade lighter in tone than German theology. And Mr. Sayers 
wants this body to manage a club. Really, Mr. Sayers! How 
many more meetings do you want the Council to hold? And if r 
you imagine our Association can run a club, what on earth is 
your idea of one ? 

A PRACTICABLE PROPOSAL. 

If librarians need a club they can surely have one without 
much trouble. Ascertain how many are willing to become members. 
Elect a small executive committee, and empower it to open negotia- 
tions with some well-established and well-managed London club to 
accept our clubmen as members. Librarians would be all the 
better for freer intercourse with men in some other walks of life, 
and arrangements might be made to fulfil all the requirements of 
the new members. 

LIGHTEN OUR DARKNESS. 

No, Eratosthenes, it will not do; let us clear the fog 
from our libraries! A well-known library has decided not to 
add Chamberlain’s ‘‘ Foundations of the Nineteenth Century.” 
Most libraries bought this book when it came out, or if they over- 
looked it then, have secured it since along with the same writer’s 
“* Kant.” Cannot this obscurantist committee realise that it 
is the most elementary duty of public libraries to give readers the 
opportunity of knowing what people are thinking? Kept in 
ignorance by narrow-minded and insular library committees 
who banned Nietzsche, barred Chamberlain, overlooked Bernhardi, 
and never by any chance put a German paper or review in their 
reading-rooms, is it surprising that we have had a dreadful awaken- 
ing? The very library alluded to above does not subscribe to a 
single German periodical ; think of it, no German periodical in 
a town of 150,000 inhabitants unless you buy it! For Heaven’s 
sake, let us have light ! 

TWENTY-FIVE BOB ONCE MORE. 

Perpend, my Eratosthenes! The difficult question of adequate 
remuneration comes up again. A great industrial city of the 
North, having a 2d. rate and a gross income of £8,000, which is 
free from loan charges, announces in The Atheneum that it requires 
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two ‘‘ female ”’ assistants ‘‘ to take charge of Branch Libraries.” 
Candidates are to state their experience in public library work, 
qualifications (L.A. certificates), and other particulars For this 
responsible position and for these expected qualifications you will 
ask what salary is to be given, fixing at least {110 in your mind 
as a moderate minimum. Wrong again; for this exquisitely 
brief advertisement proceeds, ‘‘ Salary to commence {65 per 
annum.” Dazzling, isn’t it? Here we have in sum all the evils 
of our present system, without any excuse for them. There is no 
lack of library funds in the town. Men are difficult to get now, 
Heaven be praised ! for peaceful purposes ; and where is the system 
that would have the impertinence to offer twenty-five shillings 
a week to a man qualified ‘‘ to take charge of a Branch Library ? ” 
That being trop fort, ‘‘ females’ may be tried (by which women 
are no doubt intended. Is this for efficiency or for cheapness ? 
The answer is obvious, and I can imagine that the mind of any 
decent woman librarian must revolt at this advertisement. 

Again, a library on the South Coast wants a ‘‘ senior female 
assistant,”” equally qualified, for twenty-one shillings per week. 
Really, is it not time that librarians banded to keep these degrading 
advertisements out of the great London journals? Here is a 
chance for protest by the Committee of Women Librarians ! 

ZENODOTUS. 
{ The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
the writers of ‘‘ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.”’| 


LIBRARY NEWS. 


[ Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and 
changes, and other local items of general interest are particularly 
welcome. ] 

Acton Public Library Committee has decided to exclude the 

Daily Mail, Evening News and Times from the Library. 

It has been decided to adopt the open-access system in Ayr. 

At Coventry Central Library it is proposed to give the public 
access to the alcoves in the Reference Room. This means that 
the public will have a much larger collection of books from which 
to make selection, and incidentally to add to their store of know- 
ledge. These are being arranged, and it should not be long before 
regular users know exactly where they can get the works they 
want. The public has not yet learned to instinctively turn to 
catalogues for what they require, and the more open the access 
system is the more will be its benefit. A catalogue is to be 

prepared of the collection of local coins, the gift of Mr. A. P. 

Pridmore, and they will be open to inspection in the Reference 

Room alcoves. 
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Lambeth Public Libraries Committee was recently approached 
by the Camberwell Borough Council for a conference to discuss an 
interchange system as ‘‘ complaints are continually being made 
by Herne Hill residents of the distance which has to be traversed 
by them before the advantages of the nearest free library can be 
enjoyed. A resident recently wrote to the Camberwell Borough 
Council suggesting that there should be an interchange of 
borrowers’ tickets, which would enable residents living on the 
border line of Camberwell to use the libraries of Lambeth. He 
and his neighbours were in close proximity to the Carnegie Public 
Library, Herne Hill, but more than a mile from the Dulwich 
Library. The Camberwell Borough Council decided to approach 
the Lambeth Borough Council with a view to holding a conference 
to discuss the matter.”” The Lambeth Borough Council considered 
the suggestion, but decided that no useful purpose would be served 
by adopting the suggestion of the Camberwell Borough Council 
for a conference. 

Leominster Town Council unanimously agreed to recommend 
the Free Library Committee to discontinue purchasing The Daily 
Mail, as a strong protest against its attack upon Lord Kitchener. 

Rochester Public Library was re-opened at the end of May on the 
open-accesssystem. Electric light has been installed in the Library. 

Wallasey Public Libraries have recently received some in- 
teresting donations. A local artist, Mr. Joseph Kitchingman, 
has bequeathed 66 pictures, mainly in oils and water-colours, 
including, besides examples of his own work, works by Ziigal of 
Munich, Whaite, and Boissére, and sketches by Tom Browne 
and others. Mr. Kitchingman also left to the Libraries a selection 
of more than 300 of his books, mainly large art works, and some 
of them rare first editions. Other recent donations take the form 
of two statues of Osiris and Isis respectively, given in memory of 
the late Charles McArthur, M.P., by his widow, and of a handsome 
large paper edition of Ormerod’s standard History of Cheshire, 
given by an anonymous donor. 

The Winchester City Council have resolved that two special 
bookcases containing a number of volumes (many of which are 
bound in whole morocco by Zaehnsdorf), and which form part 
of the ancient records of the city, shall be removed from the Guild- 
hall to the Public Library. The Library Committee has decided 
that these valuable records shall be placed in the Librarian’s 
Room, and that they may be issued to bona fide students at the 
discretion of the Librarian (Mr. A. Cecil Piper). These records 
comprise a series of Ledger Books from 1557-1855, in 12 vols., 
Ordinance Books from 1551-1787, in 8 vols., Proposal Books, 
1682-1834, in 8 vols., Town Court Rolls, 1522-1693, in 23 vols., 
Tarrage Books, 1408-1697, in 4 vols., and many other local records 
of a similar nature. 
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TO SERVE THEIR COUNTRY. 


BECKLEY (F. W. T.), Blackburn Public Library (Gunner, Oxford 

Heavy Battery, R.G.A.). 

Lowe (T.), Hove Public Library (6th [Cyclist] Batt. Royal 

Sussex Regiment). 

PARKER (RICHARD), Bolton Public Libraries (Munition making 
at Barrow). 
RATHBONE (B. E.), Northampton Public Library (176th 

[ Leicester ] R.F.A., Howitzer Brigade). 

SMITH (WILFRED), Bolton Public Libraries (Loyal North 

Lancashire Regiment). 

NOTES. 

In his fascinating collection of Indian essays, to which he has 
given the Sanskrit title Sva, Sir George C. M. Birdwood makes an 
unpleasant but reassuring contribution to the question, Do books 
carry disease ? or, rather, we should say, his remarks have a bearing 
upon that question. He is dealing with the contagiousness of 
leprosy. ‘‘ There are,”” he writes, ‘‘in Western India at least 
very few houscholds, including the family and its retainers and 
clients, without a more or less leprous person among their number, 
and yet never in my memory was an instance noted of leprosy being 
communicated by such an one to any of his daily and hourly 
associates. I was familiar, in the special practice of my friend, 
Dr. Bhan Daji, with many cases of initial leprosy, but there was 
never, so far as I remember, any suspicion of their having originated 
in leprous contagion. I could also name a large Indian city where 
the clerk-in-charge of the public library, for years daily engaged 
in circulating newspapers and books to hundreds of readers, was 
covered all over his hands with blotchy leprosy ; but never were 
any of the subscribers to the library known to have suffered 
from it.” 

A special collection of hymnody will have an interest for many 
people. An extensive one, consisting of 3,000 volumes of hymn- 
books and literature bearing upon hymns, which was collected 
by the late Mr. James Thin, has been presented by his son to the 
library of the United Free Church College, Edinburgh. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION EXAMINATION, 1915. 


LITERARY HistorY.—17 candidates sat, 12 candidates passed. 

Honours.—Nil. 

Merit.—Miss E. A. Moore, Ladies’ College, Cheltenham ; 
Miss M. Wright, Welton, Brough, E. Yorks. 

Pass.—W. B. Coupland, Burnley ; Miss D. Leaper, Brighton ; 
J. W. Lucas, Bolton ; Miss A. M. Mackintosh, Aberdeen ; W. Moore, 
Belfast ; F. E. Sandry, Canning Town ; Miss G. E. Searight, Ladies’ 
College, Cheltenham ; J. Smith, Bolton ; R. E. Smither, Brighton ; 
R. G. Williams, Bolton. 
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REVIEWS. 
GENERAL BOOKS 

KEHLER, JAMES HowarD. An Open Letter to the Nation with 

regard to a Peace Plan. pp. 26. 8vo. $1. Mitchell Kennedy, 
New York. 

fhe author suggests that because the Department controlling the Army 

is called the War Department, its officials must be in favour of war, or rather 

find it quite impossible to be advocates of peace. He therefore proposes 

that the Department should be re-named the Department of Peace, and 

relies on the power of suggestion to always work for peace rather than for 


war 
PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 

Bishop, WILLIAM WARNER. Practical Handbook of Modern 
Library Cataloguing. 8vo. pp. 150. Williams & Wilkins 
Co., Baltimore (Grafton & Co., London). 1914. 

The author is Superintendent of the Reading Room in the Library of 
Congress. The work is intended as a guide to the formation and arrangement 
of a cataloguing department rather than as a guide to the actual work of 
cataloguing. For this actual work the Joint Cataloguing Rules of the 
A.L.A. and the L.A. are referred to. More details are given when the author 
describes the card catalogue itself, and the chapter on subject headings is 
useful 
Curtis (FLORENCE Ristnc). The Collection of Social Survey 

Material. pp. 16. 8vo. A.L.A. Publishing Board, Chicago, 
1915. 

An outline of heads for the collection of information on every side of 
civic life. The preface expressly disclaims the suggestions being a classifica- 
tion, but that is what it really amounts to. Although conditions here differ 
very largely from those in the U.S., a study of these headings will help 
libraries on this side in their dealings with local material. It is unfortunately 
true that the social life of the community is very often subordinated to the 
historical aspect in the local collections of public libraries. In this outline 
we have a corrective for this tendency, and the social side of the community 
is brought more into view. 

Fay (Lucy E.), and Eaton (ANNE T.). Instruction in the use of 
Books and Libraries ; a Textbook for Normal Schools and Colleges. 
8vo., pp. 450. I915. $2.25 net. [Useful Reference Series, 
No. 12.] Boston Book Co., Boston. 

This book is based on the authors’ experience in giving courses in library 
methods for teachers at the Summer School of the South, University of 
Tennessee. It may be described as an elementary book on library economy 
designed tor teachers who control school libraries. But it is considerably 
more than this, containing as it does special chapters on the history of 
children’s literature, the evolution of the book, the history of libraries, and 
similar topics. A valuable feature is the description and evaluation of 
reference books based upon Kroeger’s work. The chapters on book selection 
are well worthy the attention of all librarians, the bases of selection being 
very clearly and accurately stated. 

It is an interesting speculation to consider by what year in the present 
or in the next century English school libraries will have achieved such a 
position that a similar book to this will have to be issued for the benefit 
of the budding school librarian. When we reflect that the National Education 
Association of the United States established a Library Department in 1896, 
which has ever since acted as a constantly increasing force connecting libraries 
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and schools, we in England must regret the little effort we can show in this 
direction. Twenty years have passed since 1896. In America the school 
library is an organized collection of books properly selected and controlled 
in each high school and university. Here a miscellaneous heap of books 
frequently without a catalogue and almost always without any experienced 
person in charge is dignified by the name of library. Even in the old founda- 
tions, where some of the collections of books date back to the 17th century, 
little care is taken of them, reference books are conspicuous by their absence, 
and no attempt is made to instruct pupils in that branch of study which will 
be of incalculable service to them in later life—the use of books and libraries. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Book Prices Current. Vol. 29, Part III. 1915. £1 5s. 6d. per 
annum. Elliot Stock, London. 

This most valuable reference book makes its regular appearance. Part 3 
for 1915 covers the period March-April, and includes one important sale, 
that of General Brayton Ives’ books. They were sold in New York, and 
included a number of the books bought by General Ives at the Hoe sale. 
There is also in this part the record of the books in the Red Cross sale at 
Christie’s. The arrangement by which the whole of the entries are in one 
alphabet renders our old friend B.P.C. easier to consult. We believe that 
the annual volume is also in one alphabet now, which does away with the 
necessity for consulting the index in many cases. 


Frrxins (INA TEN Eyck). Index to Short Stories. pp. 374. 8vo. 
buckram. $6. The H. W. Wilson Co., White Plains, New 
York. 1915. 


The title of this work is rather too comprehensive. It should read 
Index of Some Short Stories. The best description of its scope may be taken 
from the prospectus, which says :—"‘ It is the outgrowth of a large number of 
bibliographies of special authors prepared to meet the needs of the professors 
and students of the English department of the University of Minnesota, 
and has been conipiled to meet the demands in libraries everywhere for an 
index to this material. Practically all the short stories of 78 American, 
76 English, and 141 foreign authors are listed, and all the sources given: 
collected editions, separate volumes, periodicals and composite collections. 
The stories of 123 minor English and American authors that were found in 
the collections which were indexed fully were also included.’’ For most 
of the well-known authors it is a most valuable guide, Kipling, for instance, 
occupies more than nine double column pages. But there are some curious 
omissions. One of the most striking authors of short stories in the English 
language, Frank Harris, will be looked for in vain. Arthur Machen, too, 
does not appear. 

A valuable feature is the indexing of volumes of selected stories and 
series, such as Warner's Library of the World’s Best Literature. Author 
and title entries are given, in one alphabet. The title entry gives the author’s 
name, and the author entry contains titles with a list of places where each 
story can be found. Supplementing the main alphabet are (1) a list of the 
books indexed with full imprint, and (2) a list of the authors whose stories 
are included, grouped according to nationality. The work cannot but be 
useful to all librarians, answering as it does all questions of authorship of 
the mass of short story literature. 

Gross, CHARLES, The Sources and Literature of English History 
from the earliest times to about 1485. Second Edition, revised 
and enlarged. pp. 24+820. 24s. Longmans & Co., London. 
IgI5. 8vo. 

The original edition of this work was published in rgo00, and has been 
the most useful guide to students of early English history. The new edition 
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will be no less valuable, the work having been enlarged by more than two 
hundred pages. Dr. Gross’ book is so well known to all who frequent libraries 
that it is unnecessary to do more than draw the attention of librarians to 
this improved and enlarged edition, as they cannot fail to recognise the 
advisability of including the volume in every reference library. 


LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 


CARNEGIE LIBRARY OF PITTSBURGH. Favourite Books of Well- 
known People when they were Boys and Girls. Pittsburgh 
Carnegie Library, 1915. i2 pp. 

This pamphlet, which is reprinted from the Monthly Bulletin of April, 
gives a list of favourite books of 22 persons when young. The list is chiefly 
American, and from it we glean that Louisa M. Alcott’s favourite story was 
Kenilworth,”” Abraham Lincoln’s were Asop’s Fables,’”’ and “ Pilgrim’s 
Progress Robert Louis Stevenson’s were Guy Mannering,”’ Red Gauntlet” 
and “ Rob Roy.” 

CARNEGIE LIBRARY OF PITTSBURGH. By-Product Coking. Pitts- 
burgh. Carnegie Library, 1915. 40 pp. 

Reprinted from the Monthly Bulletin of May. References to books and 
magazine articles, with annotations, are given. The headings are classified 
under the various subjects, such as coal-tar, creosote, explosives, &c. 


REPORTS. 


WASHINGTON LIBRARY OF CONGRESS. Report of the Librarian 
of Congress for the year ending June 30th, 1914. 1914. 8vo. 
40 cents. Superintendent of Documents, Washington. 

The National Library of the United States now ranks as third among 
the great libraries of the world, and probably as first in its methods of adminis- 
tration. It has not attempted to collect those rarities which are the great 
backbone of the older European libraries, but since 1899, when Mr. Herbert 
Putnam was appointed Librarian of Congress, its progress has been marvellous. 
In less than 20 years the Library has more than doubled in size, its staff has 
trebled in number, and the collection of books has been fully catalogued and 
classified. The activities of the Library extend in every direction. The 
printed catalogue cards are used in many other libraries, the bibliographies 
compiled in the Library are looked upon as models of the science, and queries 
trom European scholars meet with kindly and full responses. It is delightful 
to read the description of the manifold work of a great library which does not 
consider its work accomplished when the book has been placed on a shelf, 
and a meagre author entry provided. If we might venture a slight criticism 
it would be to suggest that a description of the work in the Reading Room 
would be valuable to librarians and interesting to the public. 

Borough of Accrington Public Library, Librarian's Fourteenth 
Annual Report, 1914-15, gives an issue of 119,226 volumes, which 
is the highest issue yet recorded. The stock numbers 17,993. 

Battersea Public Libraries, Twenty-eighth Annual Report, 
1914-15, shows the number of registered borrowers as 12,508, 
and a total stock of 64,152 volumes. The number of volumes 
issued was 418,043, which is 20,895 less than that of the previous 
year. The Report is illustrated with photographs of the Central 
Library, Lurline Gardens and Lammas Hall branches. 

County Borough of Burnley Public Library, First Annual 
Report of the Public Library Committee, 1914-15, states that the 
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‘* safeguarded open-access and the Dewey System of Classification, 
revised and adjusted by the Librarian to meet modern requirements, 
is in operation.”” The Library contains 6,809 volumes, and 70 
volumes are for reference purposes only. There was an issue of 
109,597 volumes to 4,703 borrowers. 

Borough of Cheltenham, Thirtieth Annual Report of the 
Committee of the Public Library, 1914-15, reports an issue from the 
Lending and Reference Departments of 135,645 volumes, which is 
6,429 less than that of the previous year. This decrease is accounted 
for by the large number of students and readers who are absent 
from the town in consequence of the war. The total stock numbers 
39,317 volumes. 

Carnegie Free Library, Cork, Twenty-second Annual Report, 
1914-15, shows a total stock of 13,177 volumes, with an issue of 
85,302 volumes, a decrease of 8,517 as compared with the issue of 
the previous year. The number of borrowers is 2,438. 

Borough of Eccles, Tenth Annual Report of the Public Libraries 
Committee for the year ending March 31st, 1915, shows a total stock 
of 10,245 volumes. The issue during the year was 85,000, a 
decrease of 7,315 volumes, as compared with the previous year. 
The number of borrowers on the register is 4,183. 

Borough of Luton Public Library, Librarian's Report for the 
year ist April, 1914, to 31st March, 1915, shows that the Library 
has been largely used by the soldiers billeted in the town, who were 
allowed the same privileges as ordinary citizens. The number of 
borrowers’ tickets in use is 6,761, and the total number of volumes 
issued is 85,245, which does not include reference library issues. 

City of Nottingham, Annual Report of the Public Libraries 

. . Committee, 1914-15, states that four suitable sites for the 
erection thereon of four branch libraries have been secured, the 
cost of which will be defrayed by Mr. Carnegie’s Trustees. A new 
open-access lending library has been opened at Carlton Road. 
The total stock of the libraries numbers 149,657 volumes, with an 
issue of books read and consulted of 546,757. 

The Queen's Borough Public Library, New York City, Report 
of the Chief Librarian, 1914, shows an ‘‘ average circulation of more 
than 19,500 volumes per librarian in the branch libraries has been 
reached.”’ The total circulation was 1,344,842 volumes, and the 
stock numbers 202,699 volumes. 

County Borough of Great Yarmouth, Twenty-ninth Annual 
Report of the Free Libraries and Museums Commitice, 1914-1915, 
shows a total stock of 33,122 volumes, with an issue of 159,121. 
The borrowers number 3,945. 


BULLETINS. 
We have received copies of the Nottingham Library Bulletin ; 
Monthly Bulletin of the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh; and 
Het Boek. 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS. 


THe LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION, NORTH-WESTERN 
BRANcH.—A meeting of the North-Western Branch of the Library 
Assistants’ Association was held (by kind permission of the Public 
Libraries’ Committee) in the Town Hall, Bolton, on June 2nd. The 
afternoon was occupied in viewing the Branch Libraries under 
the guidance of the Bolton assistants, and proved an interesting 
feature of the day’s programme. 

After light refreshments the members assembled in the Mayor’s 
Dining Room. Mr. James Hutt, M.A., President, was supported by 
the Mayor of Bolton, Mr. Archibald Sparke, Chief Librarian, and 
Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers, of Wallasey. The Mayor (Alderman 
James Seddon), in welcoming the members to Bolton, expressed 
his keen interest in Libraries, and testified to the great work accom- 
plished by Mr. Sparke as Chief Librarianin Bolton. The training of 
assistant librarians he considered of supreme importance, and the 
record of Bolton in this direction was a notable one. Out of 
21 librarians holding six certificates of the Library Association 
eight were Bolton assistants, and in all over 100 certificates had 
been gained by members of their staff. 

Mr. Archibald Sparke, F.R.S.L., in supporting the Mayor, said 
it was a great pleasure to see the members in Bolton. He spoke of 
the opportunities the library assistant had of acquiring knowledge. 
Passing backwards and forwards amongst the books he even picks 
up information from the titles of the books ; and is, as it were, in 
the midst of an University, but with this difference—he must be 
his own teacher. The training of the brain to remember things 
he considered most important in a librarian’s training ; it was 
necessary for him to gain information about every kind of subject. 
No other profession needed such encyclopedic knowledge as that 
of the librarian. The importance of knowing the best books 
could not be too strongly emphasized, and in this connection the 
various guide books must be carefully consulted. 

Before calling upon Private Hamer (R.E.) of the Bolton 
Staff, to read his paper on ‘‘ Form Classification,” Mr. Hutt 
announced that the Committee of the Branch had unanimously 
elected Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers a Vice-President in recognition 
of the conspicuous services rendered by him during his tenure of 
office as Hon. General Secretary of the L.A.A. On behalf of the 
Branch he welcomed both Mr. and Mrs. Sayers to the North-West, 
and hoped they would have the pleasure of their company at 
subsequent meetings. 

Private Hamer confined his remarks to the methods employed 
by Brown, Cutter and Dewey in arranging the great form class 
‘* Literature.” Unfortunately, he said, there were almost as 
many methods as there were libraries. No classification could be 
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a universal system; each town or country must of necessity 
modify the various systems. The value of Brown’s alphabetical 
arrangement lies in its simplicity, Its disadvantages are the separa- 
tion of collected editions under ‘‘ Generalia’’ from the class 
‘* Literature,” and the method of arranging general literary 
histories of countries with ‘‘ Language.’’ Literature should 
follow language, but still be kept a distinct class. In Cutter the 
division is entirely by nationality, and thus the whole literary 
output of a country is arranged in one long alphabetical sequence 
of authors. This gives no distinct class for novelists, poets, or 
essayists. Such an arrangement becomes unsatisfactory in a 
library possessing large fiction or poetical collections. Dewey’s 
arrangement first by language, then by form, and finally by 
period he considered unsuitable for large lending libraries. In 
deciding the best method of arranging this class of books it is 
necessary to consider the value of the arrangement to the reader 
as well as the ease of working it ; personally he favoured the alpha- 
betical arrangement by form without regard to nationality, as 
this meets the needs of the greatest number of readers. 

Mr. T. W. Wright dealt with the ‘‘ Revival of Printing.” 
Although broadly speaking the revival began when Caslon’s 
famous founts were revived by the Chiswick Press in 1844, it did 
not become an important movement in typography, art and 
literature until half-a-century later; it was a protest against 
ugliness and the lack of individuality so apparent in books of 
the early Victorian era, and took an artistic and creative form in 
the productions of the Vale, Kelmscott, Eragny, Essex House 
and Doves Presses. William Morris, Emery Walker, Charles 
Ricketts and Cobden-Sanderson revolted against the vulgar, 
tawdry and expressionless books of the time; they wanted 
beautiful books and they set to work to make them. Mr. Wright 
also discussed the productions of the Ashendene, Cambridge, 
University, Daniel, and Clarendon Presses, and the work of 
Miss Yeats in reviving fine printing in Ireland. 

‘* Paper-making and Book Production” was the subject of 
Mr. J. L. Davison’s contribution. Dealing with the mechanical 
rather than the historical aspect of the subject, he described the 
various processes in the manufacture of paper, and enumerated the 
requirements of a good paper. The choice of a paper apart from 
giving scope for the artistic taste of the publisher was really an 
economic matter. Cheap books could not be produced on good 
paper. The tendency for modern paper manufacturing to 
deteriorate, he considered, was not so much due to the lack of 
knowledge or skill as to the decreasing demand for good and 
slightly dearer papers. The value of Mr. Davison’s contribution 
was enhanced by the various examples of paper which were utilized 
in illustrating the subject. 
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Mr. James Hutt, M.A., in opening the discussion, compli- 
mented the writers on the general excellence of their papers. 
He was particularly interested in Mr. Wright's account of the work 
of William Morris. When at the Bodleian he observed Morris at 
work on early illuminated MSS., and he referred to the difficulty 
sometimes experienced by him in gaining access to some of the 
treasures in the Libraries of the University. 

Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers took the opportunity of thanking the 
meeting on behalf of his wife and himself for their cordial reception, 
and for his election as Vice-President, a position to which he hoped 
he might do justice. The Branch was to be congratulated on its 
present prosperity ; its future, he thought, was assured. Mr. E. A. 
Peppiette (Liverpool University), and other members, also took 
part in the discussions. 

Hearty votes of thanks were accorded to the Mayor (Alderman 
James Seddon), and Mr. Archibald Sparke, F.R.S.L., Chief 
Librarian, for their kind invitation and hospitality ; to the readers 
of the papers ; and to Mr. James Hutt, M.A., for presiding. It 
was unanimously decided to accept Mr. Joseph Pomfret’s kind 
invitation to hold the next meeting at Darwen in September. 
Mr. Eric A. Peppiette was nominated as the Branch representative 
on the Counci! of the L.A.A. J.R. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


To the Editor of THe LipRaRY WoRLD. 


DeEaR SIR,—With regard to your editorial note on page 354 
of the June number of the LiBRARY WoRLD, I should like to 
draw your attention to the enclosed paper (pp. 6-7) read by me at 
Brighton in rg1r. It will show you that Brighton was not only 
the first to adopt the system of transfer tickets signed by the 
librarian, but that the idea was originally adumbrated at Brighton 
and not at Croydon, as indicated by your article. 


Yours faithfully, 


WILLIAM LAW. 
Pusiic LipRARY MUSEUMS AND 
Fine Art GALLERIES, BRIGHTON. 


20th June, 1915. 


[We are glad to print Mr. Law’s note ; but we are more concerned with the 
desirability of extending the idea than with the question of where it 
originated.—Edstor.] 
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